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Connecticut General Statutes 
Chapter 372 
Chiropractic 

 
 
Section 20-24.  Definitions.  As used in this chapter:  (1)  The practice of chiropractic means the 
practice of that branch of the healing arts consisting of the science of adjustment, manipulation and 
treatment of the human body in which vertebral subluxations and other malpositioned articulations and 
structures that may interfere with the normal generation, transmission and expression of nerve impulse 
between the brain, organs and tissue cells of the body, which may be a cause of disease, are adjusted, 
manipulated or treated. 
 
(2)  The terms "chiropractic," "doctor of chiropractic," "chiropractor" and "chiropractic physician" are 
synonymous, and mean a practitioner of chiropractic as defined in subdivision (1) of this section. 
 
(3)  The term "accredited chiropractic college or colleges" means only those institutions which are at the 
time of the applicant's graduation, either (A) accredited by the Council on Chiropractic Education or other 
specialized accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education or (B) if located 
outside the United States, deemed by said council to meet its educational standards. 
 
Section 20-25.  Examining Board.  The State Board of Chiropractic Examiners shall consist of seven 
members, four of whom shall be practicing chiropractors and residents of this state and shall have 
practiced chiropractic continuously in this state for at least three years, and three of whom shall be public 
members.  The governor shall appoint a chairman from among the members of the board.  Said board 
shall meet at least once during each calendar quarter and at such other times as the chairman deems 
necessary.  Special meetings shall be held on the request of a majority of the board after notice in 
accordance with the provisions of section 1-225.  A majority of the members of the board shall 
constitute a quorum.  Members shall not be compensated for their services.  Any member who fails to 
attend three consecutive meetings or who fails to attend fifty per cent of all meetings held during any 
calendar year shall be deemed to have resigned from office.  Minutes of all meetings shall be recorded by 
the board.  No member shall participate in the affairs of the board during the pendency of any disciplinary 
proceedings by the board against such member.  No professional member shall be an elected or appointed 
officer of a professional society of chiropractors or have been such an officer during the year immediately 
preceding his appointment.  No member shall serve more than two full consecutive terms which 
commence after July 1, 1980.  Said board shall (1) hear and decide matters concerning suspension or 
revocation of licensure, (2) adjudicate complaints against practitioners and (3) impose sanctions where 
appropriate. 
 
Section 20-27.  License.  (a)  Required.  No person shall engage in the practice of chiropractic in this 
state until he has obtained a license. 
 
(b)  Examination.  Qualifications.  No person shall receive a license until he has passed an examination 
prescribed by the department of public health, with the advice and consent of the Board of Chiropractic 
Examiners, except as hereinafter provided.  Any person desiring to practice chiropractic shall make 
application to the department upon such form as the department adopts.  Applications shall be in writing, 
signed by the applicant and shall contain a statement of the educational advantages of the applicant, his 
experience in matters pertaining to a knowledge of the care of the sick, the length of time applied and the 
school in which he studied chiropractic, any collateral branch of study and the length of time engaged in 
clinical practice and any diploma, certificate or degree which has been conferred upon such applicant.  
Each applicant shall present to the department satisfactory evidence that he graduated from an approved 
high school or possessed educational qualifications equivalent to those required for graduation from such 
school before beginning the study of chiropractic and that he graduated with the degree of doctor of 
chiropractic from an accredited college of chiropractic and approved by said board with the consent of the 
commissioner of public health, as provided herein, that, if he graduated prior to July 1, 1932, he has been 
a resident student in such an approved chiropractic college or colleges during three graded courses of six 
months each, each of which courses shall have included not less than nine hundred class hours, that, if he 
graduated after July 1, 1932, he has been a resident student in such an approved chiropractic college or 
colleges during four graded courses of eight months each, totaling not less than three thousand six 
hundred hours, and that, if he graduated after July 1, 1955, he has been a resident student in such an 
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approved chiropractic college or colleges during four graded courses of eight month each, totaling not less 
than four thousand hours.  On and after July 1, 1960, each applicant shall present to said department 
satisfactory evidence that before beginning the study of chiropractic he has completed at least two 
academic years or sixty semester hours of study leading to a baccalaureate degree in a college or 
university approved by said board with the consent of the commissioner of public health.  Said department 
shall issue a license to each applicant who passes the examination and who has met all other 
requirements of this chapter and any regulations adopted hereunder.  There shall be paid to the 
department by each applicant a fee of five hundred sixty five dollars.  The examination shall be 
administered by the department of public health under the supervision of the board.  Passing scores shall 
be established by the department with the consent of the board. 
 

(c)  Licensure without written examination.  (c) The Department of Public Health may grant a license 
without written examination to any currently practicing, competent licensee from any other state having 
licensure requirements substantially similar to, or higher than, those of this state, who (1) is a graduate of 
an accredited school of chiropractic approved by said board with the consent of the Commissioner of 
Public Health, (2) presents evidence satisfactory to the department that he has completed a course of two 
academic years or sixty semester hours of study in a college or scientific school approved by the board 
with the consent of the Commissioner of Public Health, and (3) successfully passes the practical 
examination provided for in subsection (a) of section 20-28. In addition, the department may issue a 
license without written or practical examination to a chiropractor who holds a current valid license in good 
standing issued after examination by another state or territory that maintains licensing standards that, 
except for examination, are commensurate with this state's standards and who has worked continuously 
as a licensed chiropractor in an academic or clinical setting for a period of not less than five years 
immediately preceding the date of application for licensure without examination. There shall be paid to the 
department by each such applicant a fee of five hundred sixty-five dollars. No license shall be issued 
under this section to any applicant against whom professional disciplinary action is pending or who is the 
subject of an unresolved complaint. The department shall inform the board of the applications it receives 
for licenses under this section.  

 
(d)  Issuance of license.  List of approved schools.  Any person who has passed the prescribed 
examination shall receive from said department a license, which license shall include a statement that the 
person named therein is qualified to practice chiropractic.  Any person practicing chiropractic in this state 
under a license granted by the Board of Chiropractic Examiners previous to July 1, 1927, shall, upon filing 
such license, together with the statement provided for, with the department of public health, receive from 
said department a license.  Said board shall file, annually, with the department of public health, a list of 
accredited chiropractic colleges or institutions approved by said board with the consent of the 
commissioner of public health. 
 
Section 20-28.  Examination.  Scope of practice.  (a)  The examination provided for in section 20-27 
shall consist of both a written and practical examination.  The subjects of the written examination shall be 
as follows:  Anatomy, physiology, symptomatology, histology, vertebral palpation, principles of 
chiropractic and adjusting, chemistry, hygiene, pathology, dietetics and diagnosis.  The national board 
tests of the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners may be accepted as the written examination 
provided it includes physiotherapy.  The practical examination shall require the candidate to demonstrate 
clinical competency in basic chiropractic principles and procedures, including orthopedics, neurology, 
diagnosis, x-ray, vertebral palpation and adjustment. 
 
(b)  Any chiropractor who has complied with the provisions of this chapter may: 
 
 (1)  Practice chiropractic as defined in section 20-24, but shall not prescribe for or administer to any 
person any medicine or drug included in materia medica, except vitamins, or perform any surgery or 
practice obstetrics or osteopathy; 
 
 (2)  Examine, analyze and diagnose the human living body and its diseases, and use for diagnostic 
purposes the x-ray or any other general method of examination for diagnosis and analysis taught in any 
school or college of chiropractic which has been recognized and approved by the State Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners; 
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 (3)  Treat the human body by manual, mechanical, electrical or natural methods, including 
acupuncture, or by use of physical means, including light, heat, water or exercise in preparation for 
chiropractic adjustment or manipulation, and by the oral administration of foods, food concentrates, food 
extracts or vitamins; 
 
 (4)  Administer first aid and, incidental to the care of the sick, advise and instruct patients in all 
matters pertaining to hygiene and sanitary measures as taught and approved by recognized chiropractic 
schools and colleges. 
 
Section 20-28a.  Exempt activities.  No provision of this chapter shall be construed to prohibit a 
student of chiropractic enrolled in an educational program of chiropractic in a regionally accredited 
chiropractic college or institution approved solely for the purposes of this section by the board of 
chiropractic examiners with the consent of the commissioner of public health, from performing, under the 
direct supervision of a licensed chiropractor, such work as is incidental to his course of study at such 
institution. 
 
Section 20-28b.  Professional liability insurance required, when.  Amount of insurance.  
Reporting requirements.  (a) Each person licensed to practice chiropractic under the provisions of 
section 20-27 who provides direct patient care services shall maintain professional liability insurance or 
other indemnity against liability for professional malpractice.  The amount of insurance which each such 
person shall carry as insurance or indemnity against claims for injury or death for professional malpractice 
shall not be less than five hundred thousand dollars for one person, per occurrence, with an aggregate of 
not less than one million five hundred thousand dollars. 
 
(b) Each insurance company which issues professional liability insurance, as defined in subdivisions 
(1),(6),(7),(8) and (9) of subsection (b) of section 38a-393, shall on and after January 1, 1995, render to 
the commissioner of public health a true record of the names and addresses, according to classification, of 
cancellations of and refusals to renew professional liability insurance policies and the reasons for such 
cancellation or refusal to renew said policies for the year ending on the thirty-first day of December next 
preceding. 
 

Section 20-29.  Disciplinary action.  Grounds.  The Board of Chiropractic Examiners may take any of 
the actions set forth in section 19a-17 for any of the following reasons: The employment of fraud or 
deception in obtaining a license, habitual intemperance in the use of ardent spirits, narcotics or stimulants 
to such an extent as to incapacitate the user for the performance of professional duties, violation of any 
provisions of this chapter or regulations adopted hereunder, engaging in fraud or material deception in the 
course of professional services or activities, physical or mental illness, emotional disorder or loss of motor 
skill, including, but not limited to, deterioration through the aging process, illegal, incompetent or 
negligent conduct in the practice of chiropractic, failure to maintain professional liability insurance or other 
indemnity against liability for professional malpractice as provided in subsection (a) of section 20-28b, 
failure to comply with the continuing education requirements as set forth in section 20-32, or failure to 
provide information to the Department of Public Health required to complete a health care provider profile, 
as set forth in section 20-13j. Any practitioner against whom any of the foregoing grounds for action 
under said section 19a-17 are presented to said board shall be furnished with a copy of the complaint and 
shall have a hearing before said board. The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the regulations 
established by the Commissioner of Public Health. Said board may, at any time within two years of such 
action, by a majority vote, rescind such action. The Commissioner of Public Health may order a license 
holder to submit to a reasonable physical or mental examination if his physical or mental capacity to 
practice safely is the subject of an investigation. Said commissioner may petition the superior court for the 
judicial district of Hartford to enforce such order or any action taken pursuant to section 19a-17.  

 

Section 20-32.  Use of names and titles.  Continuing education.  Regulations.  (a) No licensee 
under the provisions of this chapter shall use the title "Doctor" or any abbreviation or synonym 
thereof unless he or she holds the degree of doctor of chiropractic from a chartered chiropractic 
school or college, in which event the title shall be such as will designate the licensee as a practitioner 
of chiropractic. Each licensed chiropractor shall exhibit his or her name at the entrance of his or her 
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place of business or on his or her office door. The Department of Public Health shall not initiate a 
disciplinary action against a licensed chiropractor who, prior to July 1, 2011, is alleged to have been 
practicing as a chiropractor under any name other than the name of the chiropractor actually owning 
the practice or a corporate name containing the name of such chiropractor.  

(b) All licensed chiropractors applying for license renewal shall be required to participate in 
continuing education programs. Such programs shall include, on and after January 1, 2016, not less 
than two contact hours of training or education during the first renewal period in which continuing 
education is required and not less than once every six years thereafter on the topic of mental health 
conditions common to veterans and family members of veterans. The Commissioner of Public Health 
shall adopt regulations, in accordance with chapter 54, to (1) define basic requirements for continuing 
education programs that includes coursework appropriate for chiropractors on the subject of mental 
health conditions common to veterans and family members of veterans, including (A) determining 
whether a patient is a veteran or family member of a veteran, (B) screening for conditions such as 
post-traumatic stress disorder, risk of suicide, depression and grief, and (C) suicide prevention 
training, (2) delineate qualifying programs, (3) establish a system of control and reporting, and (4) 
provide for waiver of the continuing education requirement for good cause. For registration periods 
beginning on and after October 1, 2012, the Commissioner of Public Health, in consultation with the 
Board of Chiropractic Examiners, shall, on or before October 1, 2011, and biennially thereafter, issue a 
list that includes not more than five mandatory topics for continuing education activities that shall be 
required for the two subsequent registration periods following the date of issuance of such list.  

 
Section 20-33.  Penalties.  Any person, except a physician or surgeon licensed under the provisions of 
chapter 370, who practices or attempts to practice chiropractic, or any person who buys, sells or 
fraudulently obtains any diploma or license to practice chiropractic, whether recorded or not, or who uses 
the title "Chiropractor," "D.C.," or any word or title to induce the belief that he is engaged in the practice 
or chiropractic, without complying with the provisions of this chapter, or any person who violates any 
provision of this chapter, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than 
five years or both.  For the purposes of this section, each instance of patient contact or consultation which 
is in violation of any provision of this chapter shall constitute a separate offense.  Failure to renew a 
license in a timely manner shall not constitute a violation for the purposes  of this section. 


