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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

COMMISSION OF PHARMACY

September 28, 2005
10:00 a.m.
The regular meeting of the Commission of Pharmacy was called to order by Chairman Summa.  The meeting was held in Room #126 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Commissioners Present:


Steve Beaudin


Edith G. Goodmaster

Robert Guynn, R.Ph.

Jean Mulvihill, R.Ph.

William Summa, Jr.
, R.Ph.

Frederick Vegliante, R.Ph.

Staff Present:

Michelle Sylvestre, R.Ph. [Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator]

Others Present:
Brian Berninger



Joseph A. Bressi

Judith Brightman



Cindy Chan

Richard Ciukaj



Mark Cooney

Bruce Dickerman



Joby George

John Philip Gribbin



Melanie Holmquist

Daniel Hom




Melanie Honeggar

Darcy Koziel




Rahul Kumar

Heather Larch



Lance M. Nicholls

Karl A. Nieforth



Joshua Olsen

Enyi Onyeobia



Ijeoma Nwazue

Soyun Park




Karen Pickel

Carrie Rand-Anastasiades

Nadine Sarkissian

Denny Varghese



Jia Zhou

Applications for Approval as an Electronic Data Intermediary
Commissioner Beaudin presented his review of SureScripts’ application for approval as an electronic data intermediary.
· The application is quite complete.

· The protocol is fine.
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· He is concerned that patient specific data may be utilized in way that is inappropriate – i.e. ‘data-mining’.  Is the data utilized on a patient specific or aggregate basis?

· The exchange of patient specific data is okay for “general” business – i.e. between the practitioner’s office and pharmacy.  Should language exist to limit the use of patient specific data outside of this venue?

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept Surescripts’ protocol as it stands with the caveat that the Commission of Pharmacy be notified of all protocol changes.  A protocol change would include, but not be limited to, the addition of two additional NCPDP SCRIPT Standards to the network’s capabilities.
Interview of Reciprocity Candidates

The following candidates were sworn in and interviewed by the Commissioners.  Various questions were asked of the individual candidates.  A few of the questions were as follows:

1. Why do you want to be licensed in Connecticut?

2. What are Connecticut’s requirements for continuing education?

3. Have you ever had a problem with drugs and/or alcohol?
4. Have you ever been before a Board of Pharmacy in the past?

Cindy Chan



From New York
Melanie Kristi Holmquist

From Maine

Darci Deanna Koziel

From Illinois

Lance M. Nicholls


From Ohio

Soyun Park



From New York

Nadine Sarkissian


From Nevada

Jia Zhou



From Kentucky

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above applications for licensure by reciprocity.
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Ijeoma O. Nwazue


From Illinois

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above application for licensure by reciprocity pending successful completion of the MPJE examination.

Pari B. Kameh did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy.

‘First Time’ Pharmacy Managers
The following individuals appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy as ‘first time’ pharmacy managers:

Joseph Bressi


Eckerd Drugs – Ridgefield, CT

Judith Brightman


Brooks Pharmacy – Centerbrook, CT

Richard Ciukaj


Osco Pharmacy

Daniel Hom



Target Pharmacy – New Britain, CT

Melanie Honneger

Stop & Shop Pharmacy

Rahul Kumar


CVS/Pharmacy

Joshua Olsen


CVS/Pharmacy – Rocky Hill, CT


Karen Pickel



Target Pharmacy

Denny Varghese


CVS/Pharmacy

Licensed Pharmacy Premise Change 

Value Health Care Services


George D’Agostino

525 Knotter Drive




Pharmacy Manager

Cheshire, CT 06410



PCT.9195

PCY.1535

Bruce Dickerman and Pharmacy Manager George D’Agostino appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Value Health Care Services.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy passed a vote of (6-0) to accept the above change to the licensed pharmacy premise provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.
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New Pharmacy Applications
Stop and Shop Pharmacy #621

John Philip Gribbin
100 Main Street North



Pharmacy Manager

Southbury, CT 06488



PCT.7440
PCY.2018

Pharmacy Manager John Philip Gribbin and Pharmacy Supervisor Mark Cooney appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Stop and Shop Pharmacy #621.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy passed a vote of (5-1) to accept the above new pharmacy application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  This pharmacy was classified as a community pharmacy.  Commissioner Goodmaster was in opposition.
Pharmacy Relocations
Byram Pharmacy LLC

From:




To:

253 Mill Street


13 North Water Street

Greenwich, CT 06830

Greenwich, CT 06830

PCY.1841



PCY.1841

Joby K. George, Pharmacy Manager

Pharmacy Manager Joby K. George appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Byram Pharmacy.  The anticipated relocation date is October 12, 2005.
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy passed a vote of (6-0) to accept the above pharmacy relocation application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.
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Legal Matters
The Commission of Pharmacy discussed Connecticut Pharmacist Peter Vermilyea’s request to change the current continuing education requirement of 15 hours every year to 30 hours every two years.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy asked that a letter be mailed to Pharmacist Vermilyea informing him that:

1. the Commission has proposed this regulatory change in the past.

2. the proposed regulatory change was denied due to budgetary issues.
The Commission of Pharmacy discussed Custom Compounding Pharmacy of America’s (CCPA) request for a waiver to be open < 35 hours/week.
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy asked that a letter be mailed to Custom Compounding Pharmacy of America requesting a written request documenting:

1. The specific regulation for which the waiver or modification is requested.

2. The reason for the request.

3. A description of any alternative measures that will be employed.

4. Any other relevant information that will assist the Commission in properly evaluating the request.

Pharmacy File 05-63 /Docket Number 05-1146
[Heather Ann Kite – PCT.9393]

Commissioner Vegliante ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed three prescription errors within a three-year period.  The agreement calls for a one year probation, a Letter of Reprimand and the continuing education course concerning prescription errors.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.
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Pharmacy File 05-95 [Sean E. Webber – PTN.449]

Pharmacy File 05-96 [Sara Berry – PTN.6766]

Pharmacy File 05-97 [Milagros Rivera – PTN.4694]
Attorney Schwane presented these three cases involving pharmacy technicians who paid their registration fee with checks that bounced.  The department has sent several letters to these registrants who have not made good on the checks.  The department is requesting that the Commission vote to proceed to administrative hearings to revoke the registrations of these three pharmacy technicians.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to proceed to administrative hearings to revoke the registrations of these three pharmacy technicians.

Pharmacy File 05-90/ Docket Number 05-800
[Catherine D. Glover – PTN.2936]
Attorney Schwane presented this case involving the voluntary surrender of a pharmacy technician registration.  This pharmacy technician diverted drugs from the pharmacy at which she was employed.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-35/ Docket Number 05-1162
[Thomas N. Scarmo – PCT.5582]

Commissioner Beaudin ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist’s license suspended by agreement on April 15, 2005.  The department is satisfied that this pharmacist has taken the necessary steps to regain his license.  The proposed agreement is typical for this kind of situation, but does include restrictions on being a floating pharmacist and the number of hours worked.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.
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Pharmacy Files 05-16 and 05-40

Attorney Schwane presented these two cases involving pharmacists who have committed prescription errors.  The two pharmacists have completed the USP Practitioners’ Reporting Network error form and taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  The department recommends that the Commission vote to dismiss these two cases.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to dismiss these two cases.

Regulation Update
· Specialty Pharmacy 

· A public hearing was held on September 15, 2005.  There were no verbal and/or written comments.

· The proposed regulations have been sent to the Attorney General’s office.

· Influenza Immunization

· The proposed regulations have been sent to the Governor’s office.

· Nuclear Pharmacy

· The proposed regulations are now in a legal format.

· Attorney Schwane needs to review the new format with Drug Control Director John Gadea before moving forward.

Attorney Schwane informed the Commission of Pharmacy that he received 18 new cases from the Drug Control Division since the August 31, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.
  11
prescription error cases

   4
cases involve a pharmacy technician ratio violation and an unregistered individual

   2
abuse/diversion cases

   1
use of the word pharmacy by a shoe repair business

Miscellaneous
Nileshkumar H. Amin did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy to discuss the frequency of the pharmacy calculations examination.  
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Assistant Attorney General (AAG) Henry Salton appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to discuss Medco’s Central Fill Request.

· Attorney Jay W. Jackson was in attendance.

· AAG Salton explained the process of Declaratory Rulings.

· AAG Salton presented the following comments/points/questions:

· An in-state pharmacy location cannot be registered as a non-resident pharmacy.

· The local (in-state) pharmacy is sending the prescription to someone else to dispense while delivering the prescription to the consumer.  

· The delivery of the prescription to the consumer is not part of the definition of dispensing as set forth in the Connecticut General Statutes.

· There are only two entities that may dispense – a pharmacy and a non-resident pharmacy.

· Is Medco a wholesaler?

· If the entire operation occurs out-of-state then refer to page 2449 of the March 30, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting minutes – Rx.com.

· A problem may/can exist if the operation occurs in an in-state unlicensed premise or an out-of-state unregistered premise.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy made a motion to:

1. have a representative from Medco appear at the October 26, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting to:

a. answer any professional questions the Commission may have regarding Medco’s Central Fill Request.

b. collect facts of the operation.

2. have a representative from the Drug Control Division present to ask any questions the Division may have regarding Medco’s Central Fill Request.

3. have the Commission members meet with AAG Salton, after gathering the facts and having questions answered, to discuss how to move forward with Medco’s Central Fill Request.
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Request for CE Program Approval
“Management of Hyperglycemia in Hospitalized Patients”


Approval Number:

2005-09

Date of Program:

November 08, 2005

Credit(s):


1.0 live



Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned continuing education program.
Request for CE Waivers/Requests
Alicia Ribas
Transcript needed from Massachusetts College of Pharmacy (2005) and must obtain one contact hour on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law in 2005
Commission Action: Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned recommendation.

Application to Close the Prescription Department of a Licensed Pharmacy Pending an Affirmative Inspection by the Drug Control Division

Walgreens Pharmacy #7047, 2920 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, CT 06111

Walgreens Pharmacy #7750, 940 Quaker Lane S, West Hartford, CT 06110

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned applications to close the prescription department of a licensed pharmacy pending an affirmative inspection by the Drug Control Division.

Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the minutes from the August 31, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.
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Non-Resident Pharmacy Lists
Aetna Rx Home Delivery, LLC

Pompano Beach, FL 33069

IV Solutions of Lubbock


Lubbock, TX 79410

The Prescription Center


LaCrosse, WI 54601

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications.

APS Pharmacy



Oldsmar, FL 34684

Pending Receipt of Current Pharmacy License and Most Recent 

Inspection Report

Leiter’s Pharmacy



San Jose, CA 95126

Pending Receipt of Current Pharmacy License

North Shore Pharmacy


Peabody, MA 01960

Pending Receipt of Current Pharmacy License and Most

Recent Inspection Report
Prescriptions Plus Inc.


Wellington, FL 33414

Pending Receipt of Most Recent Inspection Report

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications pending receipt of the required documentation.

Legislative and/or Implied Mandates
Not later than September 01, 2005, adopt regulations for the administration of the influenza vaccine to an adult by any person licensed as a pharmacist under part II of Chapter 400j of the Connecticut General Statutes provided the administration is conducted pursuant to the order of a licensed health care provider and in accordance with these adopted regulations

Commission Action:  Please refer to Legal Matters in today’s meeting minutes
Not later than January 01, 2006, establish and operate a two-year pilot program to allow not more than ten pharmacists licensed under Chapter 400j of the Connecticut General Statutes who are determined eligible 
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and employed by or under contract with a licensed community pharmacy to enter into a written protocol-based collaborative drug therapy management agreement with one or more physicians to manage the drug therapy of individual patients receiving drug therapy for diabetes, asthma, hypertension, hyperlipidemia, osteoporosis, congestive heart failure or smoking cessation 

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn will be working in conjunction with the Connecticut Pharmacists Association (CPA) to establish the implementation of this two-year pilot program by January 01, 2006.
Not later than December 31, 2008, submit a report of findings and recommendations from the “community-based” collaborative drug therapy management pilot program evaluating the data collected with respect to improved medication management and cost savings based on patient outcomes to the General Assembly

Commission Action:  No action is required at this time.
Abdel-Halim El-Sayed - Discriminative Action against Foreign Pharmacy Graduates  

Commission Action:  Current statutes and regulations must be changed to reflect the phasing out of the TOEFL and TSE and their replacement with the Internet Based TOEFL (iBT).  Attorney Schwane and the Department are aware of this.

New Business

Commissioner Guynn brought up a discussion regarding the new hospital pharmacy cases that are coming out of the Department of Public Health and the need for the Commission to reexamine their case disposition conventions.  Drug Control Division Director John Gadea was present during the discussion.  Director Gadea suggested that the Commission wait until they have a few cases behind them before having this discussion.  The Commissioners agreed with Director Gadea’s suggestion.
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There being no further business, Chairman Summa adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,

William J. Summa, Chairman

Prepared by:

Michelle Sylvestre

Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator

