STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

AUGUST 2005 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES FOR THE
STATE ELECTRICAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD
This special board meeting of August 12, 2005 was called to order by Laurence A. Vallieres, Chairman, at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.

Members Present:

Laurence A. Vallieres, Contractor, Chairman
Ronald Bish, Contractor

Jack B. Halpert, Public Member

Roger L. Johnson, Jr., Journeyman

Kenneth B. Leech, Journeyman
David Munsill, Journeyman
Michael Muthersbaugh, Electronic Technician

Raymond A. Turri, Contractor
Members Absent: 
Douglas A. Reid, Journeyman
Member Vacancy:
This Board currently has the following vacancies:  Two (2) Public Members

Board Counsel Present:
None
DCP Staff Present:

Richard Hurlburt, Director of Occ./Pro. Licensing Division




Judith Booth, Electrical Board Secretary II
The next regular meeting of this Board is scheduled for Friday, September 9, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117.
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Director Richard M. Hurlburt at (860) 713-6135.

1.
This special board meeting of the Electrical Work Examining Board was called to order by Chairman Laurence Vallieres at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117 on August 12, 2005.  Due to a large turnout from continuing education providers and others present due to public interest, the meeting was transferred to Room 126 in an effort to comfortably accommodate the large capacity of those in attendance.
2.
Submitted Correspondence Read into the Record by Chairman Laurence Vallieres:
A.
Submitted by Board Member Douglas Reid:
August 4, 2005

 

To the Connecticut State Electrical Examining Board

 

RE: Continuing Education Curriculum

 

 Dear Fellow Board Members,

 

I am unable to attend the August 15, 2005 meeting which is an important one for the continuing education for CT electricians.  I wish to make my thoughts known regarding the new curriculum for the E-1 and E-2 categories.

 

Since the State of CT will be adopting the 2005 NEC on January1, 2006, I believe this is the ideal time to teach "code changes".  Currently, there are several good books in publication which deal specifically with the changes that have occurred from the 2002 NEC to the present 2005 NEC. 

 

The NFPA has the Analysis of Changes publication, the I.B.E.W. has published a very good analysis, Mike Holt has a book outlining the changes, as does Stallcup.  Since these publications are readily available I feel they would make very good outlines for the E-1 and E-2 continuing education curriculum for at least the next two (2) years.  It also eliminates placing the burden of designing a curriculum outline on any of the Board members.  I think the item we must concern ourselves the most with is that of being assured the various approved educators do not simply create a "reading class".

 

We all have the same opportunity and responsibility to be sure those CT State licensed electricians are receiving quality continuing education.  

 

Sincerely,
Douglas Reid

CT State Examining Board member. 

B.
Submitted by Leo Ouellette of CodeClasses.com by fax to Richard Hurlburt, Director, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division:
Aug. 03, 2005
Mr. Richard M. Hurlburt, Director                                                                               

State of Connecticut

Department of Consumer Protection

Occupational and Professional Licensing Division

165 Capitol Avenue, Room 110

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Mr. Hurlburt:

As discussed at the July, 15, 2005 Electrical Board Meeting the possibility of having the 2005-2006 Continuing Education Classes For Electricians on the National Electrical Code 2005 Changes, the following  I would like to propose to you for your consideration, and if you approve,  perhaps you could present to the Electrical Board for their approval.

A seven (7) Hour Intensive Color Power Point Presentation on the National Electrical Code (2005) Edition Changes. Topics to be covered but not limited to, as follows:

IMPORTANT CHANGES IN THE 2005 NEC.

TOTAL TIME = 7 HOURS

(FOR ALL ELECTRICAL LICENSE HOLDERS)

TOPICS TO BE COVERED
PART #1     *** ARTICLE 80 THRU ARTICLE 285 ***

· Chapter 1
General

· Chapter 2  
Wiring and Protection

PART #2   ***   ARTICLE 300 THRU ARTICLE 490 ***

· Chapter 3  
Wiring Methods and Materials

                     *     INTRO 
NEW ARTICLE 353 HDPE Conduit

Chapter 4  
Equipment for General Use

· INTRO    
NEW ARTICLE 409 Industrial Control Panels

PART # 3   *** ARTICLE 500 THRU ARTICLE 690 *** 

· Chapter 5
Special Occupancies

· INTRO
NEW ARTICLE  506  ZONE 20,21,22

· Chapter 6
Special Equipment

· INTRO
NEW ARTICLE  682  Artificial & Man Made Bodies of  Water

PART #4   ***   ARTICLE 700 THRU ARTICLE 800 ***

· Chapter 7  
Special Conditions

· Chapter 8  
Communications 

The following is a break down of Articles where the Important Changes occur.

Administration and Enforcement:  Article 8O

80
Administration and Enforcement

Introduction:  Article 90

90     
Introduction

Chapter 1:  General, Articles 100 - 110

100   
Definitions

110   
Requirements for Electrical Installations

Chapter 2:  Wiring Design and Protection, Articles 2OO-285

200
Use and Identification of Grounded Conductors

210
Branch Circuits

215  
Feeders

220
Branch-Circuit, Feeder, and Service Calculations

225
Outside Branch Circuits and Feeders

230 
Services

240
Over-current Protection

250   
Grounding

280
Surge Arresters

285
Transient Voltage Surge Suppressors TVSSs

Chapter 3: Wiring Methods and Materials, Articles 300-392

300
Wiring Methods

310
Conductors for General Wiring

312
Cabinets. Cutout Boxes and Meter Socket Enclosures

314
Outlet. Device, Pull Boxes, and Junction Boxes; Conduit Boxes; Fittings; and Manholes

320
Armored Cable Type AC

330
Metal-Clad Cable Type MC

334
Non-metallic –Sheathed Cable-Types NM, NMC, and NMS

336
Power and Control Cable Type TC

340
Underground Feeder and Branch-Circuit Cable-Type UF

342
Intermediate Metal Conduit Type IMC

344
Rigid Metal Conduit Type RMC

348
Flexible Metal Conduit Type FMC

352   
Rigid Nonmetallic Conduit Type RNC

353
High Density Polyethylene Conduit Type HDPE Conduit
356
Liquidtight Flexible Nonmetallic Conduit Type LFNC
362
Electrical nonmetallic Tubing Type ENT

366
Auxiliary Gutters

372
Cellular Concrete Floor Raceways

374
Cellular Metal Floor Raceways

376
Metal Wireways
386
Surface Meta! Raceways

392
Cable Trays

Chapter 4: Equipment for General Use, Articles 4OO-490

400
Flexible Cords and Cables

404
Switches

406
Receptacles, Cord Connectors, and Attachment Plugs (Caps)

408
Switchboards and Panelboards

409
Industrial Control Panels

410
Luminaries (Lighting Fixtures), Lampholders and Lamps
411      Lighting Systems Operating at 30 volts or Less

422
Appliances

424
Fixed Electric Space-Heating Equipment

427
Fixed Electric Heating Equipment for Pipelines and Vessels

430
Motors, Motor Circuits, and Controllers

440
Air-Conditioning and Refrigerating Equipment

445
Generators

450
Transformers and Transformer Vaults (Including Secondary Ties)

490
Equipment, Over 600 Volts, Nominal

Chapter 5:  Special Occupancies, Articles 500-590

500
Hazardous (Classified) Locations, Classes I. II, and III, Divisions I and 2

501
Class I Locations

502
Class II Locations

503
Class III Locations

504
Intrinsically Safe Systems

505
Class I, Zone 0,1, and 2 Locations

506
Zone 20, 2 1, and 22 Locations for Combustible Dusts, Fibers, and Flyings

511
Commercial Garages, Repair and Storage

513
Aircraft Hangers

514
Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities

515
Bulk Storage Plants

516
Classification of Locations

517
Health Care Facilities

518
Places of Assembly

525
Carnivals, Circuses, Fairs, and Similar Events

527
Temporary Installations

547
Agricultural Buildings

550
Mobile Homes, Manufactured Homes, and Mobile Home Parks

551
Recreational Vehicles and Recreational Vehicle Parks
553
Floating Buildings

555
Marinas and Boatyards

590
Temporary Installations [TCC 3-108]

Chapter 6: Special Equipment, Articles 600-695

600
Electric Signs and Outline Lighting

604
Manufactured Wiring Systems

605
Office Furnishings (Consisting of Lighting Accessories and Wired Partitions)

610
Cranes and Hoists

620
Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators, Moving Walks, Wheelchair Lifts, and Stairway Chair Lifts

625
Electric Vehicle Charging System

645
Information Technology Equipment

647
Sensitive Electronic Equipment

670
Industrial Machinery

675
Electrically Driven or Controlled Irrigation Machines

680
Swimming Pools, Fountains, and Similar Installations

682
Natural and Artificially Made Bodies of Water

685
Integrated Electrical Systems

690
Solar Photovoltaic Systems

695
Fire Pumps

Chapter 7: Special Conditions, Articles 700 - 770

700
Emergency Systems

701
Legally Required Standby Systems
701   
Optional Standby Systems

725   
Class I, Class 2, and Class 3 Remote-Control, Signaling, and Power-Limited Circuits

760   
Fire Alarm Systems

770   
Optical Fiber Cables and Raceways

Chapter 8: Communications Systems, Articles 800-830

800   Communications Circuits

820   Community Antenna Television and Radio Distribution Systems

830   Network-Powered Broadband Communication Systems

Trusting that this proposal will meet with your Approval, and looking forward to seeing you again at the Aug. 12, 2005 meeting of the Electrical board, and if there is anything I can do to help, please call me. Until then:

                                                                                                         Respectfully Submitted:

                                                                                                         Mr. Ouellette

Opening remarks began with Chairman Laurence Vallieres.  Chairman Vallieres stated that the purpose of this special board meeting is to discuss the continuing education curriculum for 2005-2006, and with such a large turnout today the Board was not prepared to hear extended testimony on the subject; however, five minutes will be given to anyone who wishes to address the Board on the topic.   Chairman Vallieres further stated that many providers have indicated that the curriculum should reference only the NEC.  He stated that although the NEC is a big part of the program, seven hours will not be strictly dedicated to teaching it, a portion of it must be dedicated to business law, OSHA safety and other related material.  Chairman Vallieres then turned the meeting over to the providers who wanted to address the Board.  Following are some of their comments:
1.
Sal Cenatiempo, electrical inspector for the city of Norwalk, notified the Board regarding his discussion with Christopher Laux, Chief State Building Inspector, stating that the 2005 NEC will not be adopted until the spring of 2006 and not by January 2006 as originally planned.  Mr. Cenatiempo also suggested that the Board implement timeframes in which the modules be taught.
2.
Rick Weiss, President of Connecticut Alarm & Systems Integrators Association, asked the Board if the 2004-2005 syllabus and curriculum can be used for the 2005-2006 cycle.  Chairman Vallieres replied, “No, it can not be used.”  Mr. Weiss additionally commented that his school wishes to present classes that are in keeping with the changes in technology and if there can be a more expedient way to get classes approved by the state.
3.
<<Al Carosella of A.F. Carosella Electrical Services asked what happens if a licensee fails to take continuing education by the time their license expires.  Director Richard Hurlburt replied by saying:
The Department will send a notice audit letter to each occupational licensee who renews such license but has failed to take the required 2004-2005 continuing education if such licensee was not reported to DCP via PSI during the 2004-2005 license period by one of the Approved School Providers. 

If after a review of the 2004-2005 Continuing Education records shows that a licensee has not renewed in good faith and has not taken the required continuing education in accordance with Chapter 393, such will be grounds for a penalty.

Such penalty under section 20-341 of Chapter 393 shall be in an amount not more than one thousand dollars for a first violation, and if they have had previous actions taken against them for other reasons additional civil penalties of not more than one thousand five hundred dollars for a second violation, and not more than three thousand dollars for each violation occurring less than three years after a second or subsequent violation of Chapter 393.

Each board established under section 20-331 may also suspend or revoke any license or certificate granted or issued by it under this chapter if the holder of such license or certificate is convicted of a felony, is grossly incompetent, engages in malpractice or unethical conduct or knowingly makes false, misleading or deceptive representations regarding his work or violates the regulations adopted under this chapter.

LATE RENEWALS with an additional $10.00 late fee and the required education certificate may be sent in to the Department FOR UP TO 1 YEAR past the expiration date.  After the one year such person would be required to apply and take the licensure examination as in the case of a new applicant for licensure.

NOTE:   Persons with late license renewals may not perform any work until such is renewed with fee and CE as required.

A school that has been approved for providing 2004-2005 continuing education hours of instruction may continue at the discretion of such school offering such course past the license type expiration date, so that a late licensee/renewal may obtain a certificate for the renewal of year 2005.

Certificates MUST state 2004-2005.

4.
John Yusza of Connecticut Alarm & Systems Integrators Association commented that even though the launch of this program was done at a fast pace, it was well done, but if there is to be a new curriculum for 2005-2006 that it be announced as soon as possible as to give the providers enough time to make the adjustment.

5.
Paul Costello of NECA & IBEW Local 90 JATC suggested that more emphasis be placed on safety issues such as OSHA regulations and first aid methods, as well as NFP70E.

6.
Brian Canny stated that he agrees with Paul Costello’s suggestion about there being more emphasis placed on the OSHA regulations.
7.
Michael D’Amico of Local Union 488 IBEW-NECA JATC complained that his school had turned down numerous requests to offer classes at other peoples’ businesses due to adhering to the state’s regulations that classes had to be held at their facility approved by the fire marshal, only to learn that other schools utilize space at other company locations in addition to their own.  Mr. D’Amico said it became a loss of revenue for him and said that he’d like to see this issue addressed.
8.
MaryEllen (last name not indicated) would like to the Board to address the issue of accountability concerning the evaluation forms and bound textbooks submitted to the State.

9.
The Board was asked if there was any thought to returning to the two year license renewal cycle.  Chairman Laurence Vallieres responded that per the current Connecticut state statutes, the renewal of an electrical license and the required continuing education course are done on an annual basis.

10.
Joel Kent asked the Board to consider putting limitations on class size.
Chairman Vallieres remarked that the legislation that mandates continuing education is backed and supported by the Commissioner of Consumer Protection Edwin Rodriguez, Director Richard Hurlburt and this Board, and that that it is very important for providers to deliver quality education.  It is not satisfactory for providers to read from a book and call it teaching; the student must be able to comprehend the material and apply what’s been taught.  On that note, Chairman Vallieres spoke of a few publications for the Board to consider for the 2005-2006 curriculum and that each Board Member make every effort to review these books before the Board’s next meeting in September.  Chairman Vallieres went on to say that the following publications will be in the possession of Director Hurlburt:

1.
“Analysis of Changes 205 Code”.  

Chairman Vallieres stated that it is not a bad book but it has its problems.

2.
“Changes to the 2005 Electrical Code”


Chairman Vallieres stated that it does not address all of the changes in the upcoming code book and does not address how to do calculations, but it has good graphics.

3.
“2005 Stallcups Illustrated Code Changes”


Chairman Vallieres stated that this publication has good graphics, an explanation of the code changes and has some basic calculation instructions, which are not extensive, but a good start.  Overall, it does a relatively good job.

4.
“NFP70”


Chairman Vallieres stated that this is another book that we (Board) need to review.
In closing, Chairman Vallieres remarked that because it appears that the 2005 NEC will not be adopted for some time, the Board will have to determine whether to tear apart the existing curriculum or select some good electrical publications from which providers can teach.  He strongly urged the Board Members to review the publications discussed today.

The Board agreed to continue this discussion at the next regular board meeting scheduled for Friday, September 9, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117, and that any provider who wished to submit a proposed curriculum may do so but must have the proposal into the Department to Director Richard Hurlburt’s attention no later than Friday, August 26, 2005.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Board Member Jack Halpert to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Raymond Turri.  The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judith R. Booth, Board Secretary II






5
Agenda for the Special Meeting of the Electrical Work Examining Board of Friday, August 12, 2005

