STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

FEBRUARY 2005 MINUTES
STATE ELECTRICAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD
The meeting of February 18, 2005 was called to order by Laurence A. Vallieres, Chairman, at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.

Members Present:

Laurence A. Vallieres, Contractor, Chairman
Ronald Bish, Contractor

Beverly A. Ceuch, Journeyperson

Jack B. Halpert, Public Member
Roger L. Johnson, Jr., Journeyman


Kenneth B. Leech, Journeyman

Michael Muthersbaugh, Electronic Technician


Douglas A. Reid, Journeyman
Raymond A. Turri, Contractor
Members Absent: 

None


Member Vacancy:
This Board currently has the following vacancies:  Three (3) Public Members

Board Counsel Present:
None
DCP Staff Present:

Richard Hurlburt, Director of Occ./Pro. Licensing Division




Judith Booth, Electrical Board Secretary II




Anthony Santoro, DCP Administrative Attorney





France Lee, Paralegal II




Hubert Barnes, Occ./Pro. Inspector

Others Present:

Robert Tworkowski, Electrical Contractor




Robert Woytowich




Andrew White, Training Director




Vincent Buono, Electrical Contractor





Leo Dipelato

The next regular meeting of this Board is scheduled for Friday, March 9, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117.
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Director Richard M. Hurlburt at (860) 713-6135.

Review of the Electrical Board Minutes:

1.
Review of the December 10, 2004 and the January 14, 2005 Minutes.

A motion was made by Board Member Kenneth Leech to approve the December 10, 2004 Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Ronald Bish.  The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Board Member Ronald Bish to approve the January 14, 2005 Minutes pending correction to page 5, item 1.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jack Halpert.  The motion carried unanimously.
Comments or Concerns of Any Person Present Today:
1.
Robert Tworkowski, Electrical Contractor, asked the Board to consider reviewing S.B. No. 198 (Raised) and S.B. No. 927 (Raised) when deliberating changes to CGS Chapters 393 and 394.  The Board accepted the material and agreed to review the documentation submitted to them.
Applicants for Licensure Examination:
1.
Thomas J. Faber
E-1 license


A motion was made by Board Member Roger Johnson to deny this application due to lack of experience.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Douglas Reid.  The motion carried unanimously.

Applicants for Licensure Appearing in Person:  None

CHRO Applicants for Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Applicants for Licensure Pending Decision:  None

CHRO Renewal of Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Request for Renewal of Licensure Pending Decision:  None

CHRO Request for Reinstatement of Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Request for Reinstatement of Licensure Pending Decision:  None

Request for Reconsideration:
Request to Suspend:  None

Stipulation and Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Orders:

Stipulation Containing Consent Order(s):  None

Stipulation Containing Consent Order(s) Previously Heard:  None

​
Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Order(s):
Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Order(s) Previously Heard:  None

Notice of Continuance:  None

Request to Dismiss and Request to Dismiss Without Prejudice: 

Request to Dismiss:  None

Request to Dismiss without Prejudice:  None

Request to Revise:  None

Request to Reopen:  None

Review of PSI Examination Results:

The Board reviewed the PSI Examination results covering dates January 1, 2005 through January 31, 2005.

Correspondence:
1.
What name does the Board wish to use for the reference handbook, Ugly’s or AEH?

A motion was made by Board Member Douglas Reid to remove NFPA 70E from PSI’s reference listing, because there are no examination questions that reference this manual.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Raymond Turri.  The motion carried unanimously.


A motion was made by Board Member Douglas Reid to replace the American Electrician’s Handbook with the UGLY's Electrical Reference book.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Ronald Bish.  The motion carried unanimously.


As of today, the books applicants may reference are UGLY’s, NFPA 70 or the NFPA 70 handbook, NFPA 72, and OSHA.
2.
“Colorado Real Estate Commission Questions Fund for Victims of Realtor Fraud”. 

This item was presented under FYI.
3.
Proposed Bill No. 103: “An Act Concerning the Licensing Requirements of Non-Union Plumbers”

This item was presented under FYI.
4. Proposed Bill No. 242:  “An Act Concerning the Cost of Continuing Professional Education Programs for Electricians and Plumbers”

This item was presented under FYI.

Request for Waiver of Continuing Education:

1. Joseph Aparo requested exemption from continuing education due to serving in Iraq.


This request was granted, because the Department under law must waive continuing education, along with license and renewal fees, for anyone involved with active military service.   No motion was required.
2. Thomas Ferguson requested exemption from continuing education due to reasons concerning his age, health and out of state residence.

A motion was made by Board Member Douglas Reid to deny this request.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jack Halpert.  The motion carried unanimously.
Legal Department’s Tracking Report:  None

Discussion:  None
Old Business:
1.
Current CT-approved CE schools for licensed plumbers and electricians for the renewal of their licenses.


This item was presented under FYI.

2.
Proposed Approval Letter for Continuing Education Providers for Electricians and Plumbers.


This item was presented under FYI.

3.
Beecher matter that were unresolved:  Timothy Farrell

A motion was made by Board Member Ronald Bish to dismiss charges against Timothy Farrell due to insufficient evidence noted in the Beecher Electric case.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh.  The motion carried unanimously.
4.
Christopher Laux’s draft on “Building Code Adoption Update”

This item was presented under FYI.  It stated that the adoption of the State Building code (SBC) is coming along on schedule for implementation in late 2005.

5.
On November 12, 2004, the Board briefly reviewed the document entitled “NFPA 70E Standard for Electrical Safety in the Workplace 2004 Edition” and asked the Board Secretary include it on the January 14, 2005 agenda.
This item was carried over from the January agenda; it was discussed and ruled on under Correspondence, item 1, of these Minutes.
6.
December 22, 2004 letter from Westinghouse to Director Hurlburt concerning “Confirmation of Manufacturers’ Repair Exemption for Westinghouse Electric Company” 

Director Richard M. Hurlburt addressed the Board stating that the work described in Westinghouse’s December 22, 2004 letter is licensable and that he sent a letter to Westinghouse to that effect.
7.
Update:  “Proposed Legislative Changes to Chapters 393 and 394”

At the January 14, 2005 meeting, Board Chairman Laurence Vallieres reminded the members that the revised proposal must be submitted to the Commissioner’s Office by September 2005, and that the subcommittee plan to meet in the near future to finalize this proposal.
Subcommittee Members Beverly Ceuch, Michael Muthersbaugh and Kenneth Leech agreed to meet over the next several months to finalize the proposed changes in time for the September 2005 deadline.
8.
Chairman Laurence Vallieres asked Director Richard Hurlburt when the 2002 Electrical Code transitions to the 2005 Electrical Code and how PSI will handle this change within the examination.

Director Hurlburt replied that the PSI examination will consist of a cross-reference between the 2002 and 2005 electrical code questions for the first six months of the transition.

9.
Update:  At the January meeting, Board Chairman Laurence Vallieres presented a document from Spec Personnel that was sent to him as a blind fax.  He noted misinformation in the advertisement contrary to the existing law and regulation, Chapter 393, and asked that the Department investigate this company.  Board Secretary Booth submitted a memo along with the above-mentioned document to Director Richard Hurlburt and advised him of the Board’s ruling. 

Director Richard Hurlburt addressed the Board stating that the company advised him that they supply laborers, not apprentices, and they will revise their advertisements to reflect this.
10. Update:  Board Member Ronald Bish expressed concerns with the Department’s application processes/procedures for not reprimanding, or at the very least, notifying an individual and/or a company upon learning that they are in violation of the law, and asked that this issue be addressed with Director Richard Hurlburt at the February meeting. 
The Board felt that most, if not all, companies are aware of the laws but choose not to comply with them; however, anyone can submit an anonymous complaint upon knowing if a company is in violation.

11.
Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh asked how holders of “R” licenses obtain CE.  
Board Chairman Laurence Vallieres reiterated that TV/Radio Associations may have to incorporate this requirement into their licensing laws and regulations.
12. Victoria Bullock, Administrative Hearings Attorney, presented three 2003 Stipulation Agreements that the Board had previously granted.  The Stipulations were 2003-0386, 2003-0387 and 2003-0388, which Chairman Laurence Vallieres signed today.
New Business:   None
Postponed Formal Administrative Hearings:  None
Formal Administrative Hearings: 
1.
Vincent Buono

Docket Number 04-542

ALLEGATIONS:  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, is a principal of Laredo Electric, Inc., a foreign business located in Staten Island, N.Y.  At all times relevant herein the Respondent engaged in the business of Electrical Work in the State of Connecticut.  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in Electrical work in the State of Connecticut.  On or about July 27, 2001, on a job site located at the new Dryfus Building at 20 Westport Road, Wilton, Connecticut, the Respondent performed and /or caused Electrical work to be performed by persons who were not licensed or registered in the State of Connecticut in accordance with Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.



FINDINGS:  The Board found the allegations to be true based on the respondents present, Mr. Buono and Mr. DiPelato, who admitted to the allegations noted in the complaint.

ORDER:  A motion was made by Board Member Ronald Bish to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance and to accept a check from Laredo Electric issued by Leo Dipelato in the amount of $4,000.00 covering the fines for Vincent Buono, Leo Dipelato, N.A. Campanella, Thomas McCarthy and Laredo Electric.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Raymond Turri.  The motion carried unanimously.

2.
N. A. Campanella

Docket Number 04-543
ALLEGATIONS: At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, is an employee of Laredo Electric, Inc., a foreign business located in Staten Island, N.Y.  At all times relevant herein the Respondent engaged in the business of Electrical Work in the State of Connecticut.  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in Electrical work in the State of Connecticut.  On or about July 27, 2001, on a job site located at the new Dryfus Building at 20 Westport Road, Wilton, Connecticut, the Respondent performed and /or caused Electrical work to be performed by persons who were not licensed or registered in the State of Connecticut in accordance with Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

FINDINGS:  The Board found the allegations to be true based on the respondents present, Mr. Buono and Mr. DiPelato, who admitted to the allegations noted in the complaint.

ORDER:  A motion was made by Board Member Ronald Bish to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance and to accept a check from Laredo Electric issued by Leo Dipelato in the amount of $4,000.00 covering the fines for Vincent Buono, Leo Dipelato, N.A. Campanella, Thomas McCarthy and Laredo Electric.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Raymond Turri.  The motion carried unanimously.

3.
Leo Dipelato


Docket Number 04-544

ALLEGATIONS: At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, is a principal of Laredo Electric, Inc., a foreign business located in Staten Island, N.Y.  At all times relevant herein the Respondent engaged in the business of Electrical Work in the State of Connecticut.  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in Electrical work in the State of Connecticut.  On or about July 27, 2001, on a job site located at the new Dryfus Building at 20 Westport Road, Wilton, Connecticut, the Respondent performed and /or caused Electrical work to be performed by persons who were not licensed or registered in the State of Connecticut in accordance with Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

FINDINGS:  The Board found the allegations to be true based on the respondents present, Mr. Buono and Mr. DiPelato, who admitted to the allegations noted in the complaint.

ORDER:  A motion was made by Board Member Ronald Bish to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance and to accept a check from Laredo Electric issued by Leo Dipelato in the amount of $4,000.00 covering the fines for Vincent Buono, Leo Dipelato, N.A. Campanella, Thomas McCarthy and Laredo Electric.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Raymond Turri.  The motion carried unanimously.

4.
Rowie John


Docket Number 04-545
ALLEGATIONS:  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, is an employee of Laredo Electric, Inc., a foreign business located in Staten Island, N.Y.  At all times relevant herein the Respondent engaged in the business of Electrical Work in the State of Connecticut.  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in Electrical work in the State of Connecticut.  On or about July 27, 2001, on a job site located at the new Dryfus Building at 20 Westport Road, Wilton, Connecticut, the Respondent performed and /or caused Electrical work to be performed by persons who were not licensed or registered in the State of Connecticut in accordance with Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

FINDINGS:  Insufficient notice was given to this respondent; therefore, the allegations were unfounded.
ORDER:  A motion was made by Board Member Roger Johnson to dismiss the charges without prejudice.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jack Halpert.  The motion carried unanimously.

5.
Thomas McCarthy

Docket Number 04-546
ALLEGATIONS: At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, is an employee of Laredo Electric, Inc., a foreign business located in Staten Island, N.Y.  At all times relevant herein the Respondent engaged in the business of Electrical Work in the State of Connecticut.  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in Electrical work in the State of Connecticut.  On or about July 27, 2001, on a job site located at the new Dryfus Building at 20 Westport Road, Wilton, Connecticut, the Respondent performed and/or caused Electrical work to be performed by persons who were not licensed or registered in the State of Connecticut in accordance with Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

FINDINGS:  The Board found the allegations to be true based on the respondents present, Mr. Buono and Mr. DiPelato, who admitted to the allegations noted in the complaint.

ORDER:  A motion was made by Board Member Ronald Bish to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance and to accept a check from Laredo Electric issued by Leo Dipelato in the amount of $4,000.00 covering the fines for Vincent Buono, Leo Dipelato, N.A. Campanella, Thomas McCarthy and Laredo Electric.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Raymond Turri.  The motion carried unanimously.

6.
Laredo Electric, Inc.

Docket Number 04-1124
ALLEGATIONS: At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, LAREDO ELECTRIC, INC., is an unregistered foreign corporation, engaged in business in Staten Island, N.Y. On or about July 27, 2001 the Respondent, through its unlicensed and unregistered employees and/or agents, performed electrical work in Wilton and surrounding areas in the State of Connecticut which required a license pursuant to Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.  On or about July 27, 2001 the Respondent through its unlicensed and unregistered employees and/or agents performed work on a job site located at the new Dryfus Building at 20 Westport Road, Wilton, Connecticut.

FINDINGS:  The Board found the allegations to be true based on the respondents present, Mr. Buono and Mr. DiPelato, who admitted to the allegations noted in the complaint.

ORDER:  A motion was made by Board Member Ronald Bish to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance and to accept a check from Laredo Electric issued by Leo Dipelato in the amount of $4,000.00 covering the fines for Vincent Buono, Leo Dipelato, N.A. Campanella, Thomas McCarthy and Laredo Electric.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Raymond Turri.  The motion carried unanimously.

Matters Previously Heard Pending Decision:  None
Final Decisions and Orders Presented and were Signed: 
The following Final Decisions and Orders were submitted by France Lee, DCP Paralegal, to Chairman Laurence Vallieres:
1.
B & B Electric Contractors

Docket Number 04-263
2.
David Beecher


Docket Number 04-264


3.
Stephen Beecher


Docket Number 04-395


4.
Denzil Baldwin


Docket Number 04-259


5.
Ralph A. Trezi



Docket Number 04-258


6.
Frank Schovenic


Docket Number 04-260


7.
Robert M. Williams, Jr.

Docket Number 04-257


8.
Timothy Farrell


Docket Number 04-394

Final Decisions and Orders Presented and were not Signed: None
There being no further business, a motion was made by Board Member Jack Halpert to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh.  The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 11:34 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judith R. Booth, Board Secretary II
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